
For Quiz 1-2 (Jan 20), you need to know the 
amino  acids:

• Full name

• 3- and 1-letter abbreviation

• Physicochemical properties relative to the  
other amino acids:
• Size, hydrophobicity, polarity
• Is the amino acid charged

(+ or -) or not?

• If comparing two amino acids, what are their  
shared and differing properties

See the next 3 slides and page 76 in the  
textbook.

http://www.jalview.org/help/html/misc/aaproperties.html

http://www.jalview.org/help/html/misc/aaproperties.html


The bioinformatics alphabet
The amino acids…



http://people.mbi.ucla.edu/sawaya/m230d/Modelbuilding/modelbuilding.html

Relative size

http://people.mbi.ucla.edu/sawaya/m230d/Modelbuilding/modelbuilding.html


Jiang et al. BMC Bioinformatics 2006 7:417 doi:10.1186/1471-2105-7-417

Relative hydrophobicity


